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Jane Birch, and on June 3oth, 1665, we are told that the family consisted of " myself and wife, Mercer her woman, Mary, Alee, and Susan our maids, and Tom [Edwards] my boy" (iv. 452).
Alee left in March, 1666, and Mary (c) in June of the same year. Luce took the place of the latter.
A new girl (named Barker), who was very poor, and did not turn out a satisfactory servant, came in October, 1666, and left in May, 1667 (vi. 16, 315).
Nell Payne, daughter of the waterman, became Pepys's cook in May, 1667 (vi. 327), and Mary (d) came at the same time and was a "good likely maid." The latter did not take kindly to work, and in the following July she left, " declaring that she must be where she might earn something one day and spend it and play away the next. But a good civil wench, and one neither wife nor I did ever give angry word to, but she has this silly vanity that she must play" (vii. 15).
There is no note of when Bridget the cookmaid came, but she is mentioned on April i8th, 1668, and on May 3rd following we are told that "a very pretty dinner " was "of my Bridget and Nell's dressing, very handsome" (viii. 3). In 1669 both" Bridget and Nell had left. September 3oth, 1667, was an eventful day in Pepys's life, for then it was that Deb Willet came as Mrs. Pepys's maid. She was very pretty, and very soon was the cause of the severest misunderstanding between husband and wife that had occurred in the Pepys household. The whole description of this amour is very painful, and Pepys, who saw no wrong in his doings when they were not found out, humbled himself before his wife, and was filled with remorse when his sin was found out. On November i2th, 1668, Deb Willet left.
Jane Birch was married to Tom Edwards in March, 1669, and Matt, a new chambermaid, came in her place, but the latter did not remain long, owing to a falling out with Mrs. Pepys. Pepys was not sorry, because he thought he could now get a girl who spoke French, which would be convenient when he and his wife went abroad. Doll, a black-a-moor, took the place of Bridget as cookmaid.
We hear much nowadays about the shortness of service and the troubles with servants as compared with the good